WAR AGAINST ROBBERY AND MURDER

claimed to be a cobbler who had turned author. How he
happened to collaborate with Ben Sedgly, he told the public
in the March number of "The Student." "As I begin to
have the estimation of a wit," he wrote there, "and am
looked upon as a man of importance, I have lately resorted
to Ben. Sedgley's at the Ship and Anchor near Temple-
Bar, where I am reputed to be so comical a fellow, that the
landlord has persuaded me to assist him in publishing an
answer to Mr. Fielding's Enquiry."* This is probably a
fiction; Ben and Timothy appear to have been one and the
same man, whose real name may have been Sedgly or
Sedgley. Not so bitter as Argus Centoculi of "Old Eng-
land," he more than once snarled at Fielding as in this low
pamphlet. The justice is here taken to task, in a dull and
laboured style, for failing to enumerate the vices of his
own class, for false views on the English constitution, for
wishing to bribe felons to turn state's evidence, and for the
light manner in which he treated grave questions. But this
time all abuse of Fielding fell flat. The "Enquiry" went
into a second edition in April, and was reprinted by Faulk-
ener, the Dublin publisher. "An admirable treatise,"!
said Horace Walpole, who had sneered at the justice's
household and cold mutton.

Likewise all the magazines, without exception, expressed
admiration. "The Gentleman's Magazine," often chary
of praise when Fielding was concerned, took the "excellent
pamphlet" for its leading article; while "The Monthly
Eeview," of more generous temper, said: "The public hath
been hitherto not a little obliged to Mr. Fielding for the
entertainment his gayer performances have afforded it;
but now this gentleman hath a different claim to our thanks,
for services of a more substantial nature. If he has been
heretofore admired for Ms wit and humour, he now merits

* "The Student/' II, No. 6, p. 215.

t "Memoirs of the Eeign of George II," 1836, I, 44.
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